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Brinkley Defends Broadcast News 


WASHINGTON (Ap> - Many 
complaints against broadcast 
news come from Americans un- 
familiar with serious journal- 
ism who think television exists 
to entertain and not inform, 
NB C commentator David 
Brinkley said Tuesday. And he 
supported congressional scrutt- 
igr of broadcast news. , ' ■ 

"There are never any corn- 
paints about bias and slanting 
when the news is good," Brink- 
ley told a Senate J\,idlciary sub- 
committee investigating free- 
dom of file press. “They appear 
only when file news is bad, and 
nowadays it often is.” 

News broadcasters are on the 
same tube as a succession of 
"comedians and jugglers," 
Brinkley said, consequently, 
“when a face comes on that is 
not wearing a toothpaste smile 
and says there's been another 
riot and more war casualties 
and taxes are going up ... it 
looks even worse by com- 
parison.” 

Brinkley said every time tele- 
vision airs pictures of urban ar- 
son and looting, for example, 
he gets hundreds of letters ask- 
ing why ttie networks ‘Iglority 
and dignify this kind of unspea- 
i table conduct” by televising it? 

Brinkley said many in the au- 
dience want to know about file 
bad news or “or ought to know 
about it” while the complalners 
are mainly "listeners who have 
never unfit recent years been 
exposed to anything like serious 
journalism.” 

Brinkley told Chapman Sen, 
Sain J. Ervin 'Jr., D-N.C., and 


Sen. Roman Hruska, R-Neb.,- 
only, subcommittee menbers 
present— that he does not think 
there is any intimidation of 
broadcast news by critics even 
though some witnesses have 
testified in the past that the 
government is intimidating 
television news programs. 1 

Brinkely said he supports ( the 
contention of Rep. William L, 
Springer, R-m,, that Congress 
should continually survey tele- 
vision news and documentary 
programs and publicly criticize 
file networks when the lawmak- 
ers think a sibject has been 
iresented unfairly. 

C. A. Me Knight, editor of The 
Charlotte N.C., Observer and 


president of the American 
Society of " Newspaper Edi- 
tors, told the panel he is deeply 
concerned about recent devel- 
opments he said could threaten 
freedom of the press and, con- 
sequently, fiie public’s oppor- 
tunity to get information. - 
Me Knight cited the Supreme 
Court’i recent split decision al- 
lowing The New York Times 
and other papers to publish the 
so-called Pentagon Papers 
sbout fiie origins of the Viet- 
nam war. He said he was ap- 
palled at the government’s at- 
tempt to restrain the news- 
papers from printing fiie re-, 
ports and disturbed that some 
Supreme Court justices’ deci- 


sions lifting fiie injunctions 
were not more absolute in. de- 
fending the newspapers. 

McjKnight also said the ASNE 
believes newsmen have a con- 
stitutional right to refuse to dis- 
close their news sources. He 
said government sibpoebas of 
newsmen and their unused 
notes and film clips have a 
(billing effect on news organi- 
zations. 


“BUTTERNUTS” 

Northerners who sympathized 
with the South during the Civil 
War were referred to as “but- 
temuts.’ yrhe term was suggest- 
ed .by the “butternut” color of 
the Confederate uniform. . 



